[How I explore...a patient with chronic heart failure].
Heart failure is defined by precise criteria associating clinical signs and cardiac abnormalities. The exploration for signs and symptoms must be associated with the systematic realization of an electrocardiogram, a chest X-ray and an echocardiogram to rapidly obtain the diagnosis and direct the patient to an adapted complementary clarification. Other additional tests are available (catheterization, nuclear cardiology imaging,...). The purpose is to confirm the diagnosis, to determine the aetiology and to identify factors of poor prognosis.